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1st SUNDAY OF ADVENT 29 NOVEMBER 2020 

(Prayer of the Church Week 1. Parish Mass Book Page 82) 

 

MASSES THIS WEEK 
Saturday 9.00am Terry Follin 

Sunday 10.00am Wallace Goulding 

Monday 7.00pm People of the Parish 

Tuesday 9.00am Special Intention (GL) 

Wednesday 7.00pm Jim Price 

Thursday 9.00am Private Intention 

Friday 9.00am Peter Platt 

 

MASSES NEXT WEEKEND 

Saturday 9.00am Holy Souls 

Sunday 10.00am Kathleen & Billy Bacon 

 

Novena No novena this week 

Confessions No confessions this week 

Meditation No meditation this week   

 

 Counters team next Sunday 

 No counters needed 

 PURIFICATORS NEXT WEEK 

 I will do them 

 
 

 

PROGRESS REPORT:  As I said before, I have a hospital appointment 16 

December.  Unless something dramatic happens after that I will not be able to open 

the church for Christmas.  I hope to live stream a Christmas Mass on Christmas Eve 

at 7.00pm  and on Christmas morning at 10.00am.  So there will be more need than 

ever to have the altar  looking good.  I hope that  it can be got  ready 19/20 December.  

If you are free and willing to help please let me know.  The little chapel  will be open 

for private prayer from 3rd December from 2.00 to 5.00pm. 

 

MASS OFFERINGS:  I thought that because the church is closed there would be 

less requests to have Masses offered.  Not the case.  If anything it has increased.  

Therefore, may I remind you that I am only allowed to offer one Mass per day.  

Therefore I have to send quite a few to the Missions, which is a great help to them.  

Once I accept a Mass stipend I am under a serious obligation to make sure the Mass 

is offered if I cannot offer it myself. 

 

CAFOD NEWS:  Firstly, good news for our CAFOD Fun Run on 27th December. 

We’re going virtual. More exciting details coming soon… Secondly, have you 

thought about Christmas presents yet? Why not browse through CAFOD’s virtual 

World Gifts catalogue and find the perfect gift for a loved one? They range in price 

and whichever gift you choose, be it a stocking filler or more extravagant gift, it will 

change lives for the better. Please do have a look at the website. Go to 

worldgifts.cafod.org.uk or click on the link on our parish web page. 

 

AN INCONVENIENT TRUTH FOR MUCH RELIGION:   It is really shocking 

how little Jesus is shocked by human failure and sin. In fact, it never appears that he 

is upset at sinners at all. He is only and consistently upset at people who do not think 

they are sinners. This momentous insight puts him centuries ahead of modern 

psychology and right at the centre of rare but authentic religion. So much so, that 

most Christianity itself never notices or addresses this pattern. It is an “inconvenient 

truth.”  Early-stage religion is largely driven by ego needs: the need to be right, the 

need to feel morally superior, the need to be safe, and the need to project a positive 

image to others. At that point, religion has little to do with any real search for God; 

it is almost entirely a search for oneself, which is necessary—and which God surely 

understands. But we do this by trying to repress and deny our actual motivations and 

goals. These are pushed into the unconscious and called the shadow self. The shadow 

is not the bad self, but simply the denied or rejected self, which is totally operative 

but allowed to work in secret—and never called to accountability from that hidden 

place. In my 42 years as a priest, it is clear to me that most people (not just religious 

people) focus on denying their shadow self—to keep feeling good about 

themselves—and their ego then enjoys a perpetual holiday. It is a massive 

misplacement of spiritual attention. You can be a prelate or priest in the church with 

a totally inflated ego, while all your energy goes into denying and covering up your 

shadow—which then gets projected everywhere else. What you don’t transform, you 

will transmit.  Richard Rohr 
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